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April 24, 2020 

 

Dear Sterling High Senior Class and Families: 

 

We hope that you are well and staying safe through this extraordinary time.  On April 16th, 

Governor Murphy extended our state of emergency and our time out of school until at least May 

15th.  It is with much regret that we must make the following announcements: 

 

Senior Trip: 

 

We have made the tough decision to cancel our Senior Trip. This difficult decision was made from 

a public health standpoint, and with consideration of the restrictions currently in place in public 

spaces.  Given the uncertainty and severity of the epidemic, it is not responsible or feasible to 

conduct these activities without jeopardizing the safety and well-being of our students and staff. 

Our Senior Trip advisors, Mr. Manlove and Mr. Marlys will be working with our travel agent, 

World Class Travels, regarding full refunds for those individuals who were still rostered for the 

trip as of April 23rd.  The airline has made the generous offer for a full refund of the airfare instead 

of a travel voucher.  Please email seniortriprefund@sterling.k12.nj.us to formally request your trip 

refund.  Be sure to include student name, parent/guardian name that the check is to be made out 

to, and a mailing address.  If refund checks are split between parents/guardians please detail the 

names, addresses, and amounts to each refunded party. 

 

Prom:     

 

After much discussion, we have made the tough decision to cancel our Junior and Senior Prom for 

2020.  We have made this decision from a public health standpoint. The Administration and 

advisors are discussing options to virtually recognize Prom. 

 

Graduation: 

 

Our Graduation will be held Thursday, June 18th at 6:30.  Sterling will be prepared for both in- 

person and virtual graduation, the decision will be made as more information becomes available 

to us from state and local agencies.  Cap and gowns have been purchased and will be distributed 

to all students in the upcoming weeks.  There will be no returns or refunds for cap and gowns.  We 

expect/hope that students will participate in the graduation ceremony in-person or remotely 

wearing their cap and gown. 
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We understand and share your disappointment with this news.  We appreciate your understanding 

as we try to navigate through this difficult time.  My certainty in the strength and resilience of the 

Sterling High School community is steadfast, as we work through these challenging times together.  

Please continue to take care of yourselves and those around you and Stay Sterling Strong! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew Sheehan 

Acting Superintendent / Principal 

 

 


